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Club news... 
Mitchiugger for Dakar 


We have been contacted by Pete, from 
Falcon 4x4, who make the Hitchlugger 
system of storage trays which mount on 
the rear tow bar / cross member of Land 
Rovers & Discoveries. 
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Defender version of Hitchlugger 


Pete’s obviously been doing his home- 
work and realised the how little load space 
our vehicles have. Falcon 4x4 are therefore 
looking to build a Dakar version that would 
utilise the Dakars spare wheel mount, with 
some reinforcement. I’ve already put Pete 
in contact with a local Dakar owner for 
measurements and prototyping, we’ll keep 
you informed of progress. 

Falcon 4x4 
Tel: +44 (0)1531 828031 
E-mail: pete@falcon4x4.com 


Grandparents 


Please join us in sending congratula- 
tions to John & Debbie Morrison who be- 
came Grandparents to baby Nadine on 
January 5th. 


Fo «Fe 


Baby Nadine weighing in at 8lb 100z 


Decals 


Suzanne Cousins has been a star and 
sourced vinyl cut graphic versions of the 
prancing Dakar logo 
and vehicle name 
badges. Graphics are 
available in any col- 
our and the prices 
are: - 

Bonnet Decal - £15 
Back wing - £6 
Dakar 4x4 lettering -£4.50 

For ordering please contact Suzanne 
on + 44 (0) 7974 431312 or +44 (0) 7747 
625589 or via email at smcnghIm@aol.com 


Welcome 


Welcome to the January issue of Dakar 
Club newsletter. This is a first for me and 
I’ve no idea of what you want to see in 
here. So this first issue, of three planned 
for this year, is a mix of articles ranging 
from the mildly technical, through reports 
on past events and to just having a bit of 
fun. Please let me have your feedback, tell 
me what you want and what you don’t, 
especially welcome are articles from your- 
selves. Either fully written up or just some 
details for me to work some words around. 

Planned for this year are the usual 
batch of kit and off road shows. Our club 
holiday event is looking like being a return 
trip to Wales, and the Baskerville hall site. 
However we are looking for some new 
locations for next year. 

We’re also waiting for a quote for 
some public liability insurance for the club 
to enable us to take a more active roll at 
some of the kit and off road shows. 

Well, we’re already way over budget 
for the first club magazine, so we'll finish 
up by wishing you and your families all the 
best for 2003. Hilary & Jon. 


Next Issue... 
IPG Power 


Fitting an LPG system to a Dakar 


Bushies 


They do it differently down under 


. Out June 2003 


The Crane Awards 2002 


The Crane awards are devoted to all Dakar Owners that go that one step further in 
the pursuit of extremism, and who have then been foolish enough to be captured on 
camera doing so. This years nominations have been selected from archive footage as 
suited to each category. If you wish to enter next years awards, in any of these categories, 
or indeed, you would like to propose a new category altogether, then please get in touch. 


Our first category is for the most effort taken in attempting to park a Dakar. Nominations 
for this batch of Parking positions go to: - 


Jon Hudson with “What Mole?” John Morrison with “High Lift” 


And the winner is Tom Tilley for making 
sure no one would steal what must of been, 
considering the effort he went to secure it, a 
valuble lump of concrete. We dredd to think 
what happened when he was asked to do a three 
point turn without touching the kerbs during his 
driving test. Congratulations Tom! 


The Crane Awards 2002 continued. 


Our second category is for those days when it doesn’t matter how hard you’ve been 
trying, your Dakar just doesn’t behave quite how you wanted it to. We’ll let you decide if 
it’s the Dakar that’s misbehaving or if it has something to do with the driver. Certainly it’s 
no coincidence all the candidates vehicles are yellow! 

Remember the next time you’ve done something a bit silly with your Dakar, get a 
photo, as next years awards will be coming around sooner than you think. 


Eliot Mansfield with “tree bon” Dave Crane with “Tired out” 


And the winner is Ginger Luzby for getting 
it sideways almost before the obstacle even 
started - of course, we assume he was attempt- 
ing to drive down the track and this wasn’t the 
result of an attempt to reverse up! 


The Crane Awards 2002 continea.. 


Our third category is how our Awards got their name and is for the muddiest Dakar. 
There were lots of candidates for this category, making it very difficult to select just three 
nominations, however since the vast majority of entries were made up by Dave Crane’s 
Dakar the outcome would of been the same which ever was chosen. 


Dave Crane at Stainby Quarry in 2000 Dave Crane’s return from Stainby Quarry 
with “readymix” in 2001 with “Stained it...” 


Dave Crane at Avon Dassett Quarry with “This 
seats too high” 


And the winner is, (and yes, | bet you’ve 
already guessed correctly) Dave Crane, for hav- 
ing this years strongest mud magnet. 


The Crane Awards 2002 continea.. 


Our fourth and final category is dedicated to those Dakar Owners who are drawn to 
water... The sort of owner that on a 20 acre site of sand dunes, can be found in a lake at 
the bottom the quarry. This category was the most over subscribed of the lot and the 


entries here are taken from over a dozen possible candidates. If you didn’t get in, try 
something deeper next time! 


John Morrison with “Walks on Water” Colin Nicholls with “Dakar on a Rope” 


And the winner is Selwyn (Aka Keith Wilkin) 
with this footage catpured from a video sup- 
plied by a contributor who has asked to remain 
anonymous. 


The Crane Awards 2 802. continued. 


We have Prizes for all our win- p 
ners and they will be presented at 
the Stoneleigh National Kit Car 
Show, on Sunday May 4th. 

And finally, the overall winner 
from our line of four finalists goes 7 
to Dave Crane for consistantly be- | 
ing at the forefront of Dakar Ex- 
treme-ism at every opportunity - = 
espescially when someone points a ~ 
camera at him! One word of warn- |< 
ing though, if it’s you pointing the 
camera at him, stand back, well 
back! 


“Is that a Camera? Watch this then” 


Advertisment 


Four wheels & frontiers 
"The Jeep's engine roared as Noel droped it down a gear to negotiate another steep 

gradient out of the Gokteik Gorge, as we headed for Lashio. 
About ninty five miles to go | shouted over the din as the 

Jeep clattered up the stony incline. My fingers gripped the 

wall map, as the wind tried to snatch it away; we had to pin 

our hopes on a large scale wall map of South East Asia, which 

we had relied on to take us from Singapore to our present 

location in Burma..." 

FOUR WHEELS AND FRONTIERS 

AN EXTRAORDINARY JEEP JOURNEY FROM SINGAPORE TO 

ENGLAND 

by Roy Follows C.P.M. - F.R.G.S 

ISBN 0 9537577 8 1 

www.ulric-publishing.com 

Tel +44 (0) 1694 781354 


“Devil sPit....P erm Devils Pit ty ton Hudson 


One of the last club outings in 2002 was to John Morrisons’ local site, the famous 
“Devils Pit” off road course at Barton le-clay in Bedfordshire. The following is a how 


the day unfolded... 


Sunday October 13th was cold. Very 
cold. Luckily the rendezvous point for 
meeting up was a fuel station, so leaving 
the Dakar engine running to keep us warm 
was not going to leave us without fuel for 
the day. That is if the garage had opened 
yet! At this point “us” was Harry and Myself, 
but we were soon joined by John & Debbie 
Morrison in their Green A887 PKR Dakar 
and Tom Tilley in his Chevy Powered 
beastie, YES 577M. Having raided the now 
open fuel station for tea bags, cookies and 
sweets, we headed off to the Devils Pit. 
Signing in was a formality with the Dakars, 
roll cage, CHECK, seat belts, CHECK, no 
loose objects CHECK. Money changed 
hands and we were in. Without helmets we 
would have to stick to the red routes which 
were described simply as “Dangerous”, and 
avoid the black routes, imaginatively la- 
belled “Very Dangerous”. This sounded like 
it was going to be fun! 

The drive to the parking lot in the 
centre of the site revealed nothing of the 
course, which tracked around the perimeter 
via a giant one way system, with multiple 
diversions to hidden obstacles. What was 
evident though was a distinct lack of red 
routes! 

Whilst we warmed up with a mug of 
tea and made our plan of attack, we were 
joined by Suzanne and George in RDW 
999N. Now four strong, our group set off. 
The top part of the site proved to be little 
more than a track, albeit with some deep 
ditches and large mounds. The hard dry 
earth made this a relatively easy route to 
navigate through and we completed it in 
less than ten minutes. 

Driving the clockwise one way system 
back down towards the entrance, the first 
of the diversions were found heading off 
into the woods, all these were marked 
BLACK and so Harry & Myself pulled over to 
allow the other vehicles, with helmet 
equipped occupants, a go at something 
more challenging. 


A ES 


George & Suzanne taking a dive through 
a red route. 


Following the unmistakeable sound of 
Toms Chevy engined Dakar I caught up 
with the “Black Route” team further down 
the track where they emerged from the 
undergrowth. Their route was reported as 
being little more than a leisurely drive for 
the Dakars and so I decided to join them 
on the next of the black routes. 

One by one we made our way down 
the clearing and into the woods. Their was 
a queue of Dakars at the bottom with the 
roaring sound of a V8 engine and tyres 
scrabbling for grip coming from the far 
bank. Between the trees we could just dif- 
ferentiate the british racing green of John’s 
Dakar from the woodland undergrowth 
surrounding it. Then suddenly silence, a 
voice came over the CB “No problem, just 
put it in 3rd, boot it and keep to the left”. 
George and Suzanne were shuffling back- 
wards and forwards within the tight con- 
fines of the track in front of us before they 
too disappeared in a roar into the woods. It 
was only once we edged around the corner 
in a similiar manner we saw what all the 
noise was about. Disappearing almost 
straight up from the angle we were looking 
at it, the track disappeared up the side of 
what must of been a 60ft hillside. As we 
began lining up the Dakar to tackle the 
climb we got the all clear message on the 
CB... 


“Devil Spit’ continea.. 


as instructed, third gear and foot to the 
floor. We got barely a halfway before the 
Dakar simply ran out of momentum with 
the tyres turning forwards and us slowly 
slipping back down the hillside. This was 
going to need a bit of a run up! | applied 
the brakes ready to drop into reverse to 
use some engine braking on our descent, 
but we slid back to the bottom before | got 
that far! Being the last of the group there 
was no one in the way, so! backed up a 
couple of vehicle lengths before again, 
“booting it in third”. This time, although we 
were slowing during our ascent, we crested 
the top without breaking a sweat. 

Our exit from the hillside climb was 
just several yards from the main entrance 
and within seconds one of the site martials 
had spotted me and came bounding over. 
After giving me and the other drivers a 
warning for driving a black route without 
the correct head gear we made our way 
sheepishly back into the one way system. 

Sticking strictly to the red routes we 
drove a couple of mounds, but were most 
upset to see the black routes no worse than 
other courses we had driven like Tixover 
and Avon Dasset where no helmet is re- 
quired. By now, Harry must of reminded me 
nearly a dozen times that we had some 
chocolate in the picnic box and he was 
hungry. So to drown our dispair at the 
routes we headed back to the parking lot 
for refreshments. 


F = 
Joe heading down the pit. 


Ginger on one of the ‘verticals’ 

Back at the parking lot we met up with 
Simon, Vanessa and Cassie in WON 235T. 
The site was beginning to get busy and so 
we took off for another drive to explore the 
other parts of the course. 

We hadn’t been driving long when we 
spotted the Dakars of Ginger UYO 132M, 
Keith OOC 946R, Gary HKP 144N, Joe VPH 
217S and lan GOM 500L arriving. Hidden 
amoungst this group was the Jeep Wrangler 
of Selwyn, who'd left his Dakar OVC 714P 
behind in favour of his new toy. Oddly with 
it’s big tyres a big wheel arches, it didn’t 
look out of place in the row of Dakars. 

With a considerably larger team of 
vehicles we set off again around the 
course, as soon as we reached the first 
black route the Dakars disappeared into it. 
Bypassing this route | soon discovered the 
“black route” team as it appeared atop a 
vertical looking descent that all the vehicles 
on the site had so far been avoiding. One 
by one the Dakars approached the break 
over at the top before making their descent 
with the tyres scuffing against the earth as 
the force of gravity overcame the Dakars 
engine braking. 


“Devil Spit’ continea.. 


The hunt was now on to find the fa- 
mous pit from which the site gets it’s 
name. It was soon found amoungst the 
woods alongside the parking lot, a single 
pit with several small short tracks down 
into it on one side. Exiting from the pit was 
via a handfull of narrow, overgrown routes 
that were offset from the tracks in, pre- 
venting vehicles from achieving any kind of 
run up, prior to the mammoth task of 
powering out. The pit slowly filled as each 
vehicle parked up at the bottom to watch 
the next Dakar make it’s entrance. Quite a 
jam formed, much to the dispair of other 
4x4 drivers who took one look at the queue 
of Dakars before doing a three point turn 
back out the way they came. The biggest 
problem to getting up and out the pit was 
from other 4x4’s parking across the exits 
whilst peering in to see what was going on! 
As the last Dakar cleared the pit it began to 
spit with rain and so a lunch break was 
called. 

The rain fell steadily whilst we ate and 
totally transformed the course. The surface 
of the tracks was made up of clay, and 
although we had only a little rain, it had 
nowhere to drain. We watched vehicles that 
had decided to leave because of the rain 
sliding and spinning wheels whilst simply 
trying to drive to the exit. Time to go back 
out for a play. 


ar. i , 
Rain? No, 

Gently trying to accelerate up the first 
bank of the start of the red route the Dakar 
just slid sideways, backing up and taking a 
run provided the necessary momentum to 
get on the course. All the obstacles re- 
quired this little bit of extra momentum 
and it took three times as long to navigate 
the course this time. When we reached the 
black route we found Keith Evans strug- 
gling up the track we had so easily driven 
earlier. Despite differential lockers all four 
wheels were spinning and it took a winch to 
pull him up this gentle incline. 

The remaining day was spent having 
immense fun power sliding and driving 
sideways in the ruts. Who needs black 
routes? 


E, 


it’s just spitting, Devil sPit ing! 


Left to right, lan McFayden GOM 500L, Joe Partridge VPH 2175S, Gary Sharpe HKP 144N, 


Keith Evans OOC 946R, Tom Tilley YES 577M, Jon Hudson RLE 60R and Ginger Luzby 


UYO 132M. Now, where'd that Jeep go? 


Sound of the Baskervilles ty son nudson 


This was our second visit to the 
Baskerville Hall off road site, it had been 
our saviour in 2001 when the foot and 
mouth epidemic prevented us using alot of 
the Green Lanes in Wales we had planned 
to. Wedged in the gap between the 
Cambrian and the Black Mountains, the Wye 
Valley site is famous amoungst the off 
roading community for having been used 
by Land Rover for the Camel Trophy selec- 
tions of years gone by. If it was good 
enough for them it was worthy of further 
exploration. 

Six Dakars driven by Tom Tilley, Mark 
Vickers, Dave Crane, Simon Phipps, John 
Morrison and Colin Nicholls were joined by 
the Range Rover of Mick Dyer on this foray 
into the Welsh Woodland. My recovery from 
a recent Asthma attack had prevented me 
from bringing my Dakar, and both Harry 
and Myself are very grateful to John & 
Debbie Morrison for ferrying us around for 
the weekend. 


F Sn : a — 
Shocking scenes of Dave’s Dakar without 


it’s protective coating. 


Unlike previous years there had been 
little rain prior to our trip and so their was 
very little mud to be found, this probably 
explained how Dave managed to keep his 
yellow Dakar so yellow, for so long. 

Driving the tracks that criss crossed 
over the course occupied most of the 
morning, how Mark managed to keep his 
Dakar following us as we dodged between 
trees was beyond me, as his power steering 
pump had stopped working on the drive to 


Baskerville the previous evening. 


A failed power steering pump didn’t stop 
Mark from getting stuck in. 


We found mud down near the bottom 
of the site, where it had been dammed up 
across one of the tracks. As you can prob- 
ably imagine alot of time was spent driving 
through that spot and every time we 
headed off up a different track, we some- 
how always ended back up there. 


Back in the mud again. 


Several other Land Rover vehicles were 
spotted on the course during the day, and 
they informed us they were setting out an 
RTV trial for the following weekend. The 
pairs of canes they left around the course 
were too much of a temptation to resist 
and we often found ourselves taking the 
Dakars through some of their gates. In 
most cases they were no problems, but on 


Sound of the Baskervilles continea.. 


a few occasions we found ourselves looking 
for the elusive other cane to pair up into a 
gate - only to find it several meters up a 
vertical bank or across a ditch! These peo- 
ple were mad, they must of had sadistic 
love of seeing Landrovers on their sides! 


Simon looks for the next gate. 


A casualty of the days driving was 
Tom’s Dakar, whose rear axle made the 
sort of noise you hear when a half shaft 
breaks as he turned up an innocuous look- 
ing track. Tom’s setup includes an auto- 
matic locking rear differential which left his 
Dakar in three wheel drive as he returned 
his Dakar to the car park for investigation. 
We removed the rear half shaft to get a 
better idea of the problem, but we only got 
half of the half shaft! Heavy duty half shafts 
shouldn’t break like this, and as they rarely 
do, they are like hens teeth to find as 
Spares, never the less, Tom set off into 
Clyro on the search for a replacement! 

Saturday had taken it’s toll on the field 
and for Sunday we had a much smaller 
group of vehicles. Mark’s battle with the 
Dakar’s steering was not one he wanted to 
repeat and so he took the Vickers family 
pony trekking - swapping sore arms with 


sore bums! Both Simon and Mick decided 
that with so many fantastic green lanes in 
the vicinity it would be a shame to of trav- 
elled so far and not try a few. Tom’s prob- 
lems with his rear axle were also still not 
fully resolved, he had sourced a replacemnt 
halfshaft from a farm several miles away 
during the previous evening but the rear 
diff is now misbehaving. This didn’t stop 
Tom taking his Dakar for another go 
around the site though! 

The plan was to take things easy and 
Colin led the group on a meander through 
the woodland. | do mean woodland as well, 
rather than follow the tracks, Colin decided 
to make his own between the trees! There 
were no other Land Rovers to avoid on the 
course, they’d been replaced by a Paintball 
party. It certainly added an air of Predator 
to the atmoshphere - expecting Sergeant 
Mac Eliot to step and level the trees with 
his Minigun at any time. 

Once back on the tracks we followed 
Colin again, until he stopped and began 
shunting his Dakar, as if he was attempting 
to turn it around. Then we spotted the gap 
between the trees on the ridge, several 
metres up on our right. This was to be 
Colin’s idea of taking it easy? 

With his tyres spinning and smoke the 
same colour as his Dakar wafting from his 
rear wheels as they overheated against 
rocks in the bank, Colin eventually made 


wi ee - 
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Burning rubber - the Nicholls way 


his way up. The challenge was now set and 
so the remaining vehicles had to follow, all 


Sound of the Baskervilles continea.. 


the Dakars required a couple of attempts at 
this climb, except John’s, which not only 


Sa- PET. zs 
a k 1 


Stopping for that Kodak moment 


did it in one, but he stopped for photo’s 
halfway! Last up the bank was Tom, who 
called on the assistance of several hundred 
cubic inches to launch him up the bank. 


Cleared for take off 


This didn’t just get him to the top, but very 
nearly airborne as well - Still taking easy 
are we Tom? 

It was at this point we decided to call 
it a day and retire from the course, until the 
next time that is. 


Baskerville 2003 


We’ve chosen to return to Baskerville 
yet again this year, as it’s a site we know 
and with very convenient accomodation. At 
the time of writing we have 16 Dakars al- 
ready confirmed and a few more still to 
contact. The off road course has been 
booked for the whole weekend and de- 
pending on numbers it should cost around 
£30 per vehicle for the weekend. 


Friday night we have planned to eat at 
Baskerville Hall itself, as after the drive over 
to wales more driving out for a meal we 
thought would be the last thing you 
wanted. Baskerville have provided us with 
the following menu but can accomodate 
any vegetarion or special dietry needs: 


Three course meal at £14 per person 

Garlic mushrooms 
Roast lamb with a Port & Rosemary sauce 
served with new potatoes and vegetables of 
the day 

Chocolate fudge cake 


Saturday evening we have booked a 
table at the Boat Inn, which is approxi- 
mately 5 miles north of Clyro. 


Technical bits 


We were at the Castle Donnington kit 
show back in 2002 when a couple of visi- 
tors asked to see under the bonnet of John 
Morrisons Dakar... Low and behold there 
was the engine! But amoungst all the usual 
rover bits were a couple of new shiney 
things! 

The first item that caught my eye was 
a new temperature sender John had in- 
stalled in his top radiator hose. Rather than 
the horrible Kenlowe temperature sender 
bulb that has to be wedged into the top 
radiator pipe and sealed with a silicone 
grommet, was a nice inline piece of alu- 
minium piperwork with an adjustable tem- 
perature sensor. Of course, when | said the 
old Kenlowe sender was sealed with sili- 
cone, | didn’t actually mean sealed... as 
pretty much every one i’ve seen shows 
signs of leaking, or having leaked at some 
time. This in line unit is a simple metal 
tube that requires the top hose to be cut 
and is clamped in between with a couple of 
jubilee clips. 

As well as being much less likely to 
leak the connections are pre wired into the 
unit and so they are less prone to contact 
damage from mud and contamination. 

John tells me he got the fan controller 
from Merlin Motorsports, Mailorder Ltd. 
and it was originally recommended to him 
by our very own Tom Tilley. 


The first Shiney thing. Look, no leaks! 


The second shiney thing was a new 
alternator, but John tells me this is no ordi- 
nary Lucas part! His new winch would sen- 
sibly require a second, dedicated battery 
and the associated split charge system to 
divide the charging between it and the 
vehicles primary battery. 
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Bosch 1 20Amp alternator 


To ensure enough power was gener- 
ated to keep both batteries in tip top con- 
dition, John choose a Bosch 120Amp alter- 
nator, which by comparison to the standard 
Lucas part is nearly twice as powerful. Of 
course, putting 120Amps through cables 
that were only designed to handle 65Amps 
is not something John thought wise, and so 
the wiring has also been given an upgrade. 
Whilst upgrading the wiring, John also 
improved his Dakars starting by fitting 
heavy duty wiring between the Battery and 
the starter. This helped reduce the power 
loss between the two and by using welding 
cables, which are far more flexible than the 
standard vehicle stuff, he was able to keep 
it tucked up out of harms way. 

Other advantages of the updated al- 
ternator is it’s rear bearing which was sup- 
posedly a weakness in it’s Lucas predeces- 
sor. Most importantly, at 85 UKP + VAT, 
the Bosch unit is cheaper than a Land Rover 
sourced standard replacement one. 


Technical Bits continea.. 


For our final technical bit we have 
Ginger Luzby to thank for discovering a 
company that can supply and bend alu- 
minium chequerplate to fit the curvature of 
the standard Dakar side steps. In fact the 
firm have said they can cut and fold just 
about any size and shape asked of them, 
within reason of course. 


Chequerplate rolled to fit 


Judging by the mud that gets thrown 
up behind the steps from the wheels, get- 
ting the chequerplate cut to fit from the 
step all the way to the bodywork may be 
worth considering? 

If you were wondering how these 
plates are attached to the steps, you have 
several options available. As supplied the 
plates come with pre-drilled rivet holes, 
although if you don’t want to drill into your 
steps, then silicone or polyurethane sealent 
can be used to bond them together. Left 
overnight, secured with a couple of cable 
ties to prevent movement whilst they cure 
and they shouldn’t be dropping off in a 
hurry - indeed, the steps pictured have 
been bonded with silicone for several years 
with no problems.... yet! 


As well as cutting and folding Alu- 
minium, Marshland can also arrange for 
powder coating or painting, at an addi- 
tional charge. 

For more information on any of these 
products, the suppliers contact information 
is listed below. 


Alternator was supplied by Rob 
Dennis at: - 


Autolex 

Unit 16 

Parsons Green Estate 
Bolton Road 
Stevenage 

SG1 4QG 


Tel: +44 (0) 1438 729928 
Fan controller was supplied by: - 


Merlin Motorsport 
Castle Combe Circuit 
Chippenham 
Wiltshire 

SN14 7EX 


Tel: +44 (0) 1249 782101 

Fax: +44 (0) 1249 782161 

Email: 
Sales@MerlinMotorsport.co.uk 

Web site: 

http: //www.merlinmotorsport.co.uk/ 


Custom chequerplate supplied by: - 


Marshland Off Road Limited 
22 Marysfield Close 
Marshfield Village 

Newport 

Wales 

CF3 2TY 


Tel: +44 (0) 1633 681999 

Email: 

marshland@offroaditd.fsnet.co.uk 

Web site: 

http: //www.marshlandoffroad 
.co.uk/index.htm 


Coming attractions 


If you require directions, recommendations on places to stay for any of this years 
coming events, please let us know & we’ll do all we can to assist. 


February 
16" Indoor 4x4 Show 


Donnington Exhibition Hall, 
Donnington Park Race track, 
Castle Donnington, Derby. 
Tel +44 (0) 938 850382 


This was a new Show last year and is 
just an exhibition with no play areas or 
demonstrations. We are not attending as a 
club, but will be dropping in. If anyone is 
interested in attending, shout up and we'll 
arrange a get together for a coffee. 


March 
&"- 9" Carcraft 2003 


Stafford County Showground, 
Staffordshire. 
Tel +44 (0) 1737 225857 


The first dedicated kit-car show of the 
season and one that we have not visited 
before. If anyone is going, get in touch. 


May 
4". 9" National kit Show 


Royal Agricultural Showground, 
Stoneleigh, 

Warwickshire. 

Tel +44 (0) 1775 712100 


Historically this has always been the 
first show of the year for the club and is 
often used by members as a deadline for 
getting their vehicles ready for the season. 
We are hoping to secure a club stand area 
with camping facilities (field) as usual. For 
anyone requiring hotel accomodation, we 
can recommend the “Courtyard by Marriot” 
a few miles east of the showground near 
Coventry Airport, Telephone +44 (024) 
7630 1585 for pricing and availability (Hint 
- book early!) 

We have arranged for the excellent 
Avon Dassett Off road course to be open 
for us to play in on the Bank Holiday Mon- 
day. Directions available on request. 


June 
2F'-22" Alternative Kit Show 


Newark & Notts. Showground, 
Newark-on-trent, 
Nottinghamshire. 

Tel +44 (0) 1526 320721 


One of the quieter kit shows and this 
particular show clashes with the LRW show 
at Eastnor. We will be in attendance and 
arrange a days play at a local quarry if 
enough of you would like? 


2F'-22" Land Rover 
World show 


Eastnor Castle, 

Deer Park, 

Herefordshire. 

Tel +44 (0) 20 8774 0863 


One of Land Rovers very own testing 
tracks is playing host for the 2003 LRW 
show. As well as off roading there will be 
clay pideon shooting, Falconry displays and 
Quad bikes to play on. A great alternative 
to the Newark kit show and if you want to 
combine this show with a days off roading 
with us in Lincolnshire, get in touch now! 


July 


16" -20" land Rover 


Enthusiast show 


Billing Aquadrome, 
Billing, 
Northampton. 


Tel +44 (0) 1379 890571 


The famous Land Rover show at the 
Billing Aquadrome theme park just south of 
Northampton. We have tried to get a club 
stand at this show, but the organisors have 
told us that the show has simply been too 
successful and there is not the room for 
any new club stands. We will still attend, 
but be in the public car parks with every- 
one else. Does anyone fancy meeting up in 
say the beer tent at any point? 


Coming attractions continues.. 


August 
&" to 10" The National 4x4 Show 


Tel +44 (0) 1344 867921 
Email info@national4x4show.com 


At the time of writing the National 4x4 
show has a date for your diaries, but have 
not yet been able to official declare a 
venue. Trentham Gardens in Stoke played 
host for both 2002 and 2001, but the land 
has finally received planning permission for 
redevelopment and so Tom Mcguigan is 
looking elsewhere. Rumours of the show 
being held in Leicester have been circulat- 
ing, but they are, just rumours. As soon as 
an announcement is made we'll be in 
touch. 


16" to 1%" Club trip to Wales 


Baskerville Hall Hotel 
Clyro Court 

Clyro, 

Hay on Wye 

Hereford 

HR3 5LE 

Tel +44 (0) 1497 820033 
www.baskervillehall.co.uk 


We’ve had a fantastic response from 
just about everyone for this event. With 
over 15 Dakars expected and still a few 
more members to confirm, this looks like 
being a very popular weekend. 


Accomodation deposits of £20 per 
booking are required by February 10th, 
please make cheques payable to 
“Baskerville Hall” and send them to us here 
at Club HQ. We also need to give the Hall 
an idea of how many guests will be requir- 
ing a meal on the Friday evening of our 
arrival and if they have any special dietary 
needs, so please include your requirements 
with your deposit payments. 


September 


6" to ™ Land Rover 
Owner Show 
East of England showground, 


Peterborough. 
Tel +44 (0) 1775 768661 


This is one of our local shows, based 
here at Peterborough. Last years event is 
detailed elsewhere in this issue, if you’d 
like to come along on either day this year 
please get in touch. 


13" to 14" National Kit & 
Performance Show 


Donnington Exhibition Hall, 
Donnington Park Race track, 
Castle Donnington, Derby. 
Tel +44 (0) 1737 225857 


Just about the last kit show of the year 
and one we regularly attend. No off 
roading, but plenty of suppliers and if 
you're feeling brave you can take your 
Dakar for a few laps of the famous Bike 
circuit. No problems with gravel traps for 
us eh? 


October 
g" London to Brighton 
Land Rover run 


The date of this show is still to be 
confirmed as it is pending approval from 
Brighton district council for access to Ma- 
deira drive. 


Fancy taking your Dakar on a weekend 
run to the coast? Well now’s your chance. 
We are already in contact with the runs 
organisors to get the club a slot in the road 
rally and an area to park up in on Madeira 
drive in Brighton. As soon as we get some 
more details and some prices/locations for 
accomodation, we'll let you know. 


Fvent Reviews 


Their were several events at the end of 2002 that we attended with the Club having 
an official stand. To promote the club we’ll be doing a similar thing again this year, so if 
you fancy free entry with handy parking to any of the shows, let us know. As long as you 
don’t mind the finger prints all over your Dakar at the end of day! 


National kit Show - Castle Donnington. 


The show at Castle Donnington never 
seems to be as much fun as it used to be 
without the use of the off road course. It 
seems such a shame to have the facilities 
on site, but unable to use them. The reason 
we are no longer allowed to play is the 
clubs lack of public liability insurance. We 
have just this week applied for a quote and 
will let you know the outcome, but are not 
expecting it be something a small organi- 
sation such as ours can afford. So if you 
have any ideas or contacts for cheap insur- 
ance or maybe possible sponsorship we’d 
love to hear from you. 

Flying the flag for the club on Saturday 
was Mark Vickers from Derby with his 
Dakar TGN 819R, John Morrison with A887 
PKR and myself with RLE 60R. Pitched 
alongside the Lamboghini Diablo replicas 
we resisted the temptation to use them as 
wheel chocks and simply lined up the vehi- 
cles, and hung up the banner. Before dis- 
appearing inside the main hall to see what 
was new. 


Mark & Carrie Vickers, joined up with John 
Morrison and myself for Saturday. 


It seems pickups and off road buggys 
are becoming more prominent in the kit 
world at the moment if the number of these 
types of vehicles on display was anything 
to go by. We may well have a bit of 
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David Livingstone’s Dakar joins the line 
up on Sunday all the way from Scotland. 
competition on our hands as well with an 
all new NCF V8 based on, yeah, you 
guessed right, a Range Rover donor vehi- 
cle. Maybe that insurance isn’t going to be 
too expensive after all - if we can join 
forces with some other club potentially 
after an off road play area? 

Sunday, and we were down to two 
vehicles on the stand. David was already 
on site with B114 BRO when | arrived, hav- 
ing made the trek from East Lothian the 
previous evening. His Dakar build had 
sensibly included the installation of an LPG 
conversion making such trips far more 
viable for a V8, although it’s still in the 
region of a 700 mile round trip! Ouch! | 
hope to include more details on Davids LPG 
installation in a future issue for all those 
tempted by cheaper and greener fuel. The 
only problems I can see with an LPG pow- 
ered Dakar is the lack of space to locate 
the LPG tank, whilst keeping a reasonable 
petrol reserve tank and seating for four. 
Long wheel base Dakar anyone? 

We would like to thank Mark, John and 
David for their support at the show. 


Event REVIEWS continued. 


land Rover Owner Show - Peterborough 


This was the first time the LRO show 
had been held in Peterborough, alongside 
the EMAP headquarters at the East of Eng- 
land showgrond and we didn’t know what 
quite to expect. We had had booked a club 
stand and been given a corner plot near 
one of the entrances, together with lots of 
vehicle passes. 

| was joined on the Saturday by John 
Morrison whose early morning drive up 
from Stevenage had just about paid for 
itself following a very generous fuel pump 
en-route! We parked both vehicles up and 
took it in turns to man the stand whilst 
exploring the show. The interest in the 
vehicles was very good, and we’d run out 
of vehicle brochures before lunch. Most 
visitors | think assumed we were Dakar 
Cars themselves, rather than the owners 
club - | wonder what the sales commision 
is like on a Dakar? 


Geoff’s Dakar under scrutiney. 


Sunday’s show was even busier and | 
was relieved to have both Geoff Keen and 
Harry Sheppard to help field the questions 
that were being thrown at us. Interest in 
sourcing and prices for second hand vehi- 
cles was very much the most popular of the 
questions - so if you ever need to sell your 
vehicle, you know where to come! 


Army takes an interest. 


I'd like to thank John, Geoff and Harry 
for bringing their vehicles and for all their 
assistance on the day. We couldn’t of man- 
aged without you! | hope in return for your 
efforts, you all enjoyed yourselves and 
managed to explore the show. 


Harry’s Dakar joins us on Sunday 


The Party... 


We hope you all had a 
good time and enjoyed 
some time out without the 
Dakars. 


Did anyone spot Steve 
Bennet? We’re pretty sure he 
was amoungst us some- 
where, but he managed to 
escape the camera! Don’t 
worry though Steve, it has 
been noted - We’ll get you 
next time! 


All the best for 2003 
and we look forward to 
seeing you all soon! 


2003 Member directory 


Check out your Dakar owning Neighbours and put a name to that vehicle, before you 
jump out in front of it in Tesco’s car-park! 


Steve and Tory 
Bennet, 

Melton Mowbray, 
Leicestershire. 
B251 AYC 


Dave , Steph, Josh 
and Samuel Crane, 
Tamworth, 
Staffordshire. 

YUD 728R 


Keith Evans, 
Norbury, 
London 
OOC 946R 


Tony Graham, 
Mansfield, 
Nottinghamshire 
TSY 142M 


Jon, Hilary, Harry & 
Charlie Hudson, 
North Luffenham, 
Rutland. 

RLE 60R 


Geoff Keen, 
Reading, 
Berkshire. 
TJI 4209 


David Livingstone, 
Haddington, 

East Lothian. 
B114 BRO 


Ginger, Julie & Ellie 
Luzby, 

Gillingham, 

Kent. 

UYO 132M 


Sue & lan Mason, 
Reading, 
Berkshire 
FPA 915) 


lan McFadyen, 
Ash 

Hants. 

GOM 500L 


George Minty & 
Suzanne Cousins, 
Atworth, 
Wiltshire 

RDW 999N 


John, Debbie & Holly 
Morrison, 
Stevenage, 
Hertfordshire 

A887 PKR 


Liz, Colin, Emily and 
Sarah Nicholls, 
Horley 

Surrey 

LOY 504P 


lan Parkin, 
Norwich, 
Norfolk. 
RPK 144N 


2003 a GIFECTOFY continued.. 


Joe, Helen, Amber Kevin Wilkin, 
and Tom Partridge, Bexleyheath, 
Orpington, Kent. 
Kent. OVC 714P 
VPH 2175S 
Simon, Vanessa and John, Wendy, 
Cassie Phipps, Heather and Lauren 
High Wycombe, Boyle, 
Buckinghamshire. Saltcoats, 
WON 235T Scotland. 

FMS 573L 
Gary, Sandra, David, Eliot & Tania 
Danielle, Lorraine Mansfield, 
and Terry Sharpe, Milton Keynes, 
Welling, Berkshire. 
Kent. GND 260N 
HKP 144N 
Harry Sheppard, Peter & Rose 


Burton on Trent, 
Staffordshire. 
Q498 SDS 


Tom, Kim, Enry, 
Junior and Chloe 
Tilley, 

Braknell, 
Berkshire. 

YES 577M 


Mark and Carrie 
Vickers, 

Derby, 
Derbyshire. 
TGN 819R 


Building 


Radford, 

St. Ives, 
Cambridge. 
JAY 368V 


Peter & Lesley 
Banks, 
Belvedere, 
Kent. 


